
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:35 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith, Melissa Gadd, Lenny Newman, Jim Speir, Recreation Director 
Mary Gustafson, Jen Furlong Outreach Coordinator, Librarian Joanne Johnson, City 
Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by 

Chris.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the February 20, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Melissa and 

seconded by Chris to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  None 
 

5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise was not available for the meeting. 
 

6. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Lenny has been working on a map for volunteers 
to distribute the adult services & program flyer.  He will talk to Jim after the meeting 
about the scouts possibly doing the distribution. 

 
B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy said she had the names of 2 contractors who will be 

contacted for a proposal for a railing on the north side of the Recreation Center 
walkway.  She will ask Clare Galed if she has another name of a contractor to also 
consider.  Amy will draw up an RFP for the project and get quotes and a design for 
the railing.  The Committee expressed the urgency to get the project approved and 
completed before winter.    
 

C. UM project reports:   The UM graduate student reports were very comprehensive 
and had a lot of good feedback from residents.  The Committee was appreciative to 
Commissioner Elder for reaching out to UM to conduct the studies that were done 
at no cost to the City.  The Senior Amenities and Lifestyle report seems to be most 



relevant to the Committee which included a robust action plan.  The Committee was 
encouraged to read all the reports but to focus on the Amenities and Lifestyle report 
for our purposes.  Chris suggested that a separate meeting be set up for a deeper 
dive into the reports and the Committee agreed.  Amy will send out a Doodle poll to 
find a date in the next two weeks for the Committee to meet.  Jim said he found 
common themes such as expanding transportation, the need for exercise equipment 
and more gathering space dedicated to seniors.  He suggested the committee look at 
the recommendations as either short-term or long-term.  For the long-term projects, 
what are the roadblocks that have kept them from being implemented, i.e. would a 
full-time staff member have more impact on the services that are provided to 
seniors? 
 

7. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs.  Unfortunately, all activities were 
canceled due to COVID.  The last event before the closures was pickleball and it was 
very well received and hopefully can be done again in the future.  The video that will 
feature the highlights in the city is also on hold for now. 
 

B. Reynolds Park exercise equipment:  The project has been put on hold by the City 
because of budgetary concerns due to COVID – along with many other capital 
improvement projects.  Plus, the Men’s Club annual auction brought in less revenue 
since it was a virtual auction, so the project is on hold for now.  

 
C. HARP and concierge program:  With the Recreation Center being closed for the 

summer, there has been no HARP or concierge requests however Jen Furlong has 
been very active helping seniors during the pandemic.  She is seeing a slight uptick in 
interest in transportation, but the City’s program is not operating now.  Safeguards 
still need to be added to the buses but there are other programs that provide 
transportation in the interim.  Jen provides many, many reassurance calls and the 
number of seniors and length of time on the phone calls has increased since March 
including some seniors who contracted the virus.  The NHS students and teacher 
have been very helpful providing technology assistance and Meals on Wheels is still 
running.  She participates in weekly meetings with the Oakland County Health 
Division to keep on top of the latest guidelines and recommendations.  This year’s 
4th of July senior potluck will be boxed lunches delivered to seniors. 
 

8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Joanne said the 
programming has all moved to a virtual format if possible.  Mary said there is a virtual 
4th of July parade video being compiled and the newsletter has a lot more virtual and 
online programs for residents to participate in. 

 
9. Consider rescheduling July 16th meeting:  It was unanimously agreed to change the 

meeting to July 23rd. 
 



10. Other business:  Jen reminded everyone to use the information in the newsletter that 
the City sends out because it may answer a lot of questions that residents have about 
services and programs. 
 

11. Meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 

 


